[Autism, chromosome 15 and the GAbaergic dysfunction hypothesis].
Autism is a complex neurodevelopmental disorder characterized by impairment of social interaction, language, communication, and stereotyped, repetitive behavior. Genetic predisposition to autism has been demonstrated from families and twin studies. Despite recent advances in identifying some susceptibility candidate genes, its underlying neurological mechanism is uncertain. There are genetic, biochemical and neuropathological findings that support the hypothesis that autism could be caused by GABAergic dysfunction and it is partially responsible for the etiology of this disorder. One of the most studied genome regions is the 15q11-q13, where the genes that encode for beta3, alpha5 and gamma3 subunits of the GABAA receptor are located. This review demonstrates evidence that involves this region in autism susceptibility and its likely relation with the hypothesis of GABAergic dysfunction.